
WeArePublicHealth.org     twitter.com/Maricopahealth     facebook.com/MCDPH

COVID-19
Return to School Update 
9/2/2021
Peggy Stemmler, MD MBA - Contractor Nick Staab, MD, MSPH – Medical Epidemiologist
Kip Schlum, MA, Emergency Planning Supervisor



US COVID Data
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COVID-19 in Maricopa County

• 235 schools (+69) in open outbreak status

Data updated 9/1/21

9/3/2021 3

Up ~ 14,300 from last week



CDC’s US Forecasting – Arizona, 9/1/21

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#forecasting_weeklycases

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#forecasting_weeklycases


ADHS Schools 
Dashboard –
Maricopa County

September 1, 2021
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Reminder! Valuable resource

• Steps to Take If Student or Staff is Diagnosed with COVID-19

https://www.maricopa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/62155/Steps-to-Take-if-Student-or-Staff-is-Diagnosed-with-COVID-19


Updated! Quarantine Guidance

• Small but important changes, aligned with CDC
– Removed “or physical contact” from the close contact definition

– Added the exception for students in schools
• Both fully and consistently masked

• Exposed student within 3 to 6 feet of infected student

• Does not apply if an adult is the infected person, even if fully masked

• If you have printed out a previous version, please discard and 
use this updated version (30 August 2021)
– Posted on K-12 webpage (disregard dates near link)

https://www.maricopa.gov/5493/K-12-Schools-and-Childcare-Facilities

https://www.maricopa.gov/5493/K-12-Schools-and-Childcare-Facilities


9/3/2021 8



Update! Close Contact/Quarantine Letters

• Automated quarantine letter process now live!
– Quarantine letters are sent to submitting POC via encrypted email 

the same day of report (if reported before 3pm)

• Uses case & close contact information reported by you to 
create 2 letters – one for students, one for staff
– Spanish translations still pending

• Letters will include school name & exposure dates/date range
– Important that date last on campus, test collection date (if 

applicable) & onset date (if applicable) are included in your report



Quarantine letters - troubleshooting

• You will not receive the Quarantine Letters if:

– Close contacts were not reported

– No exposure to campus was determined based on the dates provided

• Letters are sent after 3pm M-F; additional run after 9am on 
Mondays for reports received over the weekend

• Check your junk mailbox

• Ensure you type in your email address correctly
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Household Contacts

• Close contact definition does apply 

– A household member who is within 6 ft of a person while infectious 
for more than 15 mins cumulatively over a 24-hr period would be a 
close contact

– It may be very difficult to avoid exposure and to determine when the 
last true exposure was 
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How can I prevent the virus from spreading in 
the home to others?

• Have the person stay in one room, away from other people, including yourself, as much as 
possible. If possible, have them use a separate bathroom. In addition:
– Avoid sharing personal household items, like dishes, towels, and bedding
– If facemasks are available, have them wear a facemask when they are around people, including 

you.
– If the sick person can’t wear a facemask, you should wear one while in the same room with 

them, if facemasks are available.  If you do not have a facemask, you can use a bandana or scarf 
as an alternative.

– Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after interacting 
with the sick person.

– Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.
– Regularly clean and disinfect all surfaces that are touched often, like counters, tabletops, sink 

handles, and doorknobs.
– Wash laundry thoroughly. If laundry is soiled, wear disposable gloves and keep the soiled items 

away from your body while laundering. Wash your hands immediately after removing gloves.
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CDC Endorses Fully Licensed Pfizer Vaccine
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• On August 30, the CDC Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices 
(ACIP) recommended the use of the Pfizer-BioNTech’s licensed vaccine for 
people 16 and older.

• This recommendation follows FDA’s decision to fully approve Pfizer’s 
COVID-19 vaccine.

• The ACIP recommendation comes 9 months after the committee’s interim 
recommendation and after an exhaustive review of the scientific evidence 
demonstrating safety and effectiveness, and supporting continued use of 
the vaccine.

• “If you have been waiting for this approval before getting the vaccine, now 
is the time to get vaccinated and join the more than 173 million Americans 
who are already fully vaccinated,” said CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky.
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MMWR – Elementary School Outbreak

• What is already known about this topic?
– The SARS-CoV-2 B.1.617.2 (Delta) variant is highly transmissible. Prevention guidance in 

schools varies by jurisdiction.

• What is added by this report?
– During May 23–June 12, 2021, 26 laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 cases occurred among Marin 

County, California, elementary school students and their contacts following exposure to an 
unvaccinated infected teacher. The attack rate in one affected classroom was 50%; risk 
correlated with seating proximity to the teacher.

• What are the implications for public health practice?
– Vaccines are effective against the Delta variant, but transmission risk remains elevated among 

unvaccinated persons in schools. In addition to vaccination, strict adherence to multiple 
nonpharmaceutical prevention strategies, including masking, are important to ensure safe 
school instruction.

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7035e2.htm

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7035e2.htm




Testing Menu

– BinaxNOW (CLIA-waived)

– BinaxNOW (over-the-counter, self-test) or 

other OTC COVID-19 Home Antigen Test

– Concentric pooled testing

– Perkin Elmer – Project 
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Testing Menu

– BinaxNOW (CLIA-waived)

• Rapid antigen test

• Test conducted in settings with CLIA Certificate of Waiver

• Specimen Type: Direct nasal swab

• Results in 15 minutes

• Positive and Negative results must be reported to ADHS; report positive results to MCDPH

• Available by request through Maricopa County Department of Public Health (MCDPH) 

https://ppe.maricopa.gov/
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Testing Menu

– BinaxNOW (over-the-counter, self-test) or other OTC COVID-19 Home Antigen Test

• Rapid antigen test

• Test conducted at home, maybe on school premises with guardian permission

• Specimen type: Direct nasal swab

• Results in 15 minutes

• Positive results should be reported to public health and health care provider

• Detected outbreaks must be reported

• Available by request through MCDPH  https://ppe.maricopa.gov/
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Testing Menu

– Concentric pooled testing

• PCR testing, followed by individual rapid antigen testing in the case of a positive pool (arranged through ADHS)

• Organized through Arizona Department of Health Services

• Specimen Type: Direct nasal swab

• Pooled results in 24 hours

• Testing in onboarded K-12 schools

• Positive tests are reported to Arizona Department of Health Services

• Additional information available from ADHS https://www.azdhs.gov/covid19/index.php#k-12-testing-faqs
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https://www.azdhs.gov/covid19/index.php#k-12-testing-faqs


Testing Menu

– Perkin Elmer – Project Expanded Testing

• PCR testing

• Test conducted at onboarded facility weekly

• Specimen type: Direct nasal swab

• Individual results in 24-48 hours

• More information available here

• Start Testing Today
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https://perkinelmer-appliedgenomics.com/home/sars-cov-2-testing-solutions/no-cost-covid-19-testing/
https://color.jotform.com/211686019284863


BinaxNOW self-test program

• Ordering now open to higher quantities, limits?

• Glitch in the order form, only allows you to order 24 tests, 
enter request in the comments until the form is fixed

• Direct ship to school districts, charter schools and private 
schools

• Storage at 86°F
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Diagnostic Testing for Symptomatic People

• Testing events through MCDPH

– MCDPH Testing Map

– ADHS Testing Map

• District contracts with testing vendors

• Banner Urgent Care program is no longer active

9/3/2021

https://www.maricopa.gov/5588/COVID-19-Testing
https://www.azdhs.gov/covid19/index.php#everyone-get-tested


Volunteers

• Suggested Volunteer Duties/Tasks:

– Data Entry – Student Information System
– Data Entry – School Reporting Forms
– Contact Tracing Assistance (following your established protocol)
– Guardian Notification Assistance (following your established 

protocol)
– School-based Testing Assistance

• Pilot started with a school district, will share update next week
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School PPE, Cloth mask, Disinfectant & Testing 
Requests

• To request Hand Sanitizer, Cleaning Supplies, PPE, Testing supplies, 
etc…  fill out a request at  https://ppe.maricopa.gov/

Testing Supplies

Can order more than 24 kits – adjusting 
formAdult size

Pediatric

size

Masks for

Musicians

https://ppe.maricopa.gov/


Check for updates and FAQs!
https://www.maricopa.gov/5493/K-12-Schools-and-Childcare-Facilities

9/3/2021

•Email us:
•COVID19Vaccine@maricopa.gov
•SchoolHealth@maricopa.gov

•Website https://www.maricopa.gov/5460/Coronavirus-Disease-2019
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https://www.maricopa.gov/5493/K-12-Schools-and-Childcare-Facilities
mailto:COVID19Vaccine@maricopa.gov
mailto:SchoolHealth@maricopa.gov​
https://www.maricopa.gov/5460/Coronavirus-Disease-2019


What are the best ways to stop the spread?

• Get vaccinated if you are 
eligible

• Wear a face mask in public 
indoor settings
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